Port Dover Watertront

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

November 6, 2025
BULLETIN

NORFOLK COUNTY STAFF PROPOSES
SALE OF PORT DOVER WATERFRONT PROPERTY

Norfolk County Staff have recommended Norfolk County sell a Port Dover
waterfront property located on Silver Lake.

=
R

:g-‘:sﬁ-—

e
a

= ——
L/

e

]
s o
> =

=

A - o
-
£

fl-
==
L A
;

~=

gggsl.._

f
i
|

p—

e

e, e
s

At a Special Meeting of Council on October 21st, Staff presented a Facilities Review
and Master Plan that included the recommendation to sell the former public works
yard (pictured above) located at the east end of Nelson Street on Silver Lake. In the
alternative, Staff recommended the County continue to lease this property.



The Association has written Norfolk County twice to explain how this waterfront
property could benefit the community.

In June 2021, the Association advised Norfolk County that this “would be an
excellent location for a small waterfront park or viewing area” that could be part of a
waterfront pathway linking the end of the Lynn Valley Trail to the Port Dover
lighthouse.

The Association wrote again to Norfolk County in January 2022 advising that the
building currently located on this property served as a Lake Erie and Northern
Railway train station until the mid to late 1950s and that few stations from this era
have survived in Ontario.
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The Association recommended the property be designated a Heritage property “to
promote awareness of our local history and to attract tourists”. The Association
noted that heritage designation would also provide access to grants to support the
redevelopment of this property as well as a waterfront pathway along the Silver
Lake and Lynn River waterfronts for the public’s enjoyment.

At the October 21st Special Meeting, Council directed Staff to report back to
Council regarding potential alternative options for this site before any final decision



is made. To help Staff prepare these options, the Association will be requesting to
meet with Staff to discuss our ideas.

Rather than sell this waterfront property, Norfolk County should retain ownership
and improve the public’s access to Port Dover’s waterfront in partnership with the
community.

Please share this message with others. Members can also contact Council
members including Councilor Adam Veri and Mayor Amy Martin.



